
 
 
 
 
 
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee      

 
Date:    9th September 2019 
 
Title:   Children’s Funeral Fund for England 
 
Purpose of the Report: To provide Members with information 

regarding the introduction of the 
Government’s Children’s Funeral Fund 
for England. 

 
Contact Officer: Ian Haynes, Head of Grounds and 

Environmental Services  
 

 

Corporate Objective/s  LLTC Three Year Plan – Aim 
2. Objective 19 
 

Implications:   

Financial √ None 

Human Resources   

Operational/Service 
delivery 

√ Cemetery support staff to be 
made aware of the new 
legislation.  

Procedural/Legal √ The Social Fund (Children’s 
Funeral Fund for England) 
Regulations 2019 (the 2019 
Regulations). 

Risk/Health and Safety   

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATION/S 
 

Should members be minded, the proposals are: 
 
1.1 To note the report. 

 
1.2 To acknowledge the introduction of The Social Fund (Children’s Funeral 

Fund for England) Regulations 2019. 
 

1.3 To note the change in procedure whereby in situations where the Town 
Council is dealing directly with families, officers will ensure families are 
aware of their choice to access the fund and if taken up, will apply to the 
Fund for reimbursement of the appropriate fees.  

 



 
  
 
2. BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 The Children’s Funeral Fund for England (CFF) regulations were laid before 

Parliament on 1st July and came into effect on 23rd July. Under the scheme 
bereaved parents, carers and or guardians will no longer have to pay the fee 
charged for cremation or burial of a child under the age of 18 (although they 
may choose to do so if wished).  

 
2.2 Instead, fees and expenses will be met by government with key providers (e.g. 

funeral directors, or in some cases the Town Council) claiming from the CFF 
the charges they would have otherwise charged to the families.  

 
2.3 The objective of the CFF is to provide clear and structured support to bereaved 

parents in the way costs can be covered.  
 
2.4 There is an eligibility criterion for the CFF namely: a child must be under 18 at 

the time of death or stillborn after the 24th week pf pregnancy, and the burial or 
cremation must take place in England. There are no residency or nationality 
requirement to the scheme. 

 
2.5 The CFF will be available to all regardless of a family’s income and will also 

offer £300.00 towards the price of a coffin. 
 
 
3. CONSIDERATIONS 
 
3.1  The CFF has been developed on the basis that, wherever possible, providers 

will apply to the scheme for reimbursement, making the provision free for the 
bereaved families at the point of need. As stated above, the scheme is open to 
all and is not means-tested and all parents, carers and or guardians who want 
to make use of the scheme will be able to do so. 

 
3.1 All providers of burial and cremation services will be eligible for the CFF 

provision. In the majority of instances, interments are managed by funeral 
directors and it is the responsibility of these organisations to ensure families are 
made aware of the option to access the CFF.  

 
3.2 In the instances where interments are dealt with directly, Town Council officers 

will ensure that families are made aware of the option to access the CFF. In a 
situation where they choose to make use of the scheme, Town Council officers 
will make a claim for reimbursement to the CFF for the applicable fees and 
charges. These include the charge for the Exclusive Rights if Burial in addition 
to the interment cost. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
  
4. CONCLUSION 
  
4.1 The introduction of the CFF will provide support to bereaved families who may 

wish to take up the scheme. All cemetery support staff will be informed of the 
new regulations. 


